@Congress of the United States
MWashington, BE 20515

October 1, 2018

The Honorable Mike Pompeo
Secretary of State
Department of State

2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Pompeo,

We write to express our strong opposition to the omission of reproductive rights in the State
Department’s annual Country Reports on Human Rights Practices (“Human Rights Reports™),
and to urge the continued inclusion of this subsection in all such future reports.

The sudden omission of this subsection from the Department’s 2017 reports was highly
problematic. Congress relies on the Department’s accurate and unbiased reporting when
considering appropriations requests for foreign assistance, and when considering legislation that
could shift or influence U.S. foreign policy. The private sector relies on these reports to inform
resource allocation and policy decisions for years to come. Neglecting to collect and report this
information has far-reaching impact on the lives of women and girls worldwide, and represents
an unjustified shift in Department practices.

The International Conference on Population and Development’s (ICPD) Programme of Action,
agreed to by the United States in 1994, recognized that empowering women, including by
guaranteeing them access to reproductive health services, is the cornerstone of sustainable
development programs. Since 1995 the Department has recognized the value of this goal,
including through the work of the Office of Global Women's Issues. It stands contrary to the
Department’s own interests and mandate that its annual Human Rights Reports would exclude
some of the most common deprivations of women’s reproductive rights: maternal mortality,
unsafe abortion, denial of family planning and information, and discrimination and violence
against women in health care settings.

For the purposes of Human Rights Reports submitted to Congress under §116(d) and §502B(b)
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 and §504 of the Trade Act of 1974, the Department
defines “internationally recognized human rights” as those “set forth in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and other international agreements.” It follows that the guidelines set forth by
the ICPD Programme of Action (to which the U.S. and 178 other nations agreed), as well as the

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



recognition of “reproductive rights” by UN treaty bodies mandated to establish human rights
law, must be used as a benchmark when designing Human Rights Reports.

Considering the above, we respectfully request answers to the following questions within 30
days:

1. What is the Department’s reasoning and justification behind the decision to remove
information on reproductive rights, as well as detailed information on violence against
women, from its Human Rights Reports?

2. Which Department officials were consulted and which officials ultimately made the
decision to remove the reproductive rights subsection?

3. Has the Department retained information collected by reporting officers at overseas posts
on reproductive rights in preparation for the 2017 Humnan Rights Reports, and does the
Department plan to collect or release this information in 20182

4. Does the Department plan to remove, or have officers been instructed to remove,
reporting on women’s rights, the rights of LGBTI individuals, or any other previously
included subsection from the 2018 Human Rights Reports or related submissions?

We also request that you provide:

1. All deliberative documents, internal correspondence, and instructions related to the
decision to remove the reproductive rights subsection from the 2017 Human Rights
Reports, including copies of the fully drafted reproductive rights subsections that were
deleted from the Reports just prior to publication,

2. Instructions that have been issued to officers overseas pertaining to the drafting of the
2018 Human Rights Reports.

3. All correspondence the Department has received, including but not limited to
correspondence from NGOs, citizens, other governments, and interagency channels, with
regard to the deletion of the reproductive rights subsection from the 2017 Human Rights
Reports.

Thank you for your attention to this request. We look forward to receiving your timely response,
with accompanying materials.

Sincerely,
& @EI ¥ E'M’Kl.%g % M. LOWEY
Member of Congress Member of Congres

ELIOT L. ENGEL BARBARA LEE
Member of Congress Member of Congress



w20 %‘VW
MARK DESAULNIER ERICS WE

LL
Member of Congress ergber of Con M
A ’

HN A. YARMUTH SALUD O. CARBAJAL
ember of Congress Member of Congress

. Al

ALMA S. ADAMS

Member of Congress
MIKE THOMPS%
Member of Congress
{_Q]D\G'Egﬂoer‘" ézaﬂﬂ :‘ G /&%n\
ANNA G. ESHOO DANIEL T. KILDEE
Member of Congress Member of Congress
MCNERNEY HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES
ember of Congress Member of Congress i
Tl W dui
MARK POCAN TED W. LIEU
Member of Congress Member of Congress

LUCILLE Ri w&-g%t JACKY ROSEN

Member of Congress Member of Congress



COLLEEN
Member of Congress

JIon

KATHLEEN M. RICE
Member of Congress

GREGORY W. MEEKS
Member of Congress

Jon W P

ANN MCLANE KUSTER
Member of Congress

E
Member of Congresl%@

otto 4 otz

MATT CARTWRIGI-IT
Member of Congress

LOIS FRANKEL
Member of Congress

1 DEBBIE WASSERMAN SC%%Z

Member of Congress

USBP 0¥
r of Congress

Member of Congress

o [

RO KHANNA
Member of Congress

E BONAMICI

Mem r Fi;?:iriss

JULIA BROWNLEY
Member of Congress

s Mo,
DORIS MATSUI
Member of Congress

EARL BLUMENAUER
Member of Congress

DONALD S. BEYER J
Member of Congress



LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER SE E. SERRANO
Member of Congress Member of Congre
&mz k ; ‘QA\A D A%
DANNY'K. DAVIS RUBEN GALLEGO
Member of Congress Member of Congress
QA MO 72& ;4
OAQUIN CASTRO PETE AGUIL
Member of Congress Member of Congress

RACE F. NAPOLITANO

ember of Congress
o NNIE
H P. RENNEDY III ETH MOULTON
Member of Congress Member of Congress
(/{,{/mff.%p..‘f’ 7744” D“? agon
C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGAN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
FRANK PALLONE JR. ALAN LOWENTHAL

Member of Congress Member of Congress



SHEILA JACHSON LEE
Member of Congress

COTT H. PETERS
Member of Congress

L Az

DARREN SOTO
Member of Congress

BRENDA L. EX%%ECE

Member of Congress

s

ANTHONY G. BROWN
Member of Congress

TR kg

RAUL M. GRIJALVA
Member of Congress

&(")F N
ember of Con

BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN
Member of Congress

JERROLD NADLER
Member of Congress

MICHAEL E. CAPUAN
Member of Congress

AMI BERA
Member of Congress

RAJA KRISZi'AMOORTHI

Member of Congress

Mt oA —

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

oy

RON KIND
Member of Congress

Coal $hsaLnain

CAROL SHEA-PORTER
Member of C

Wbl o

Mefhber of Congress



Lbagaz g

JUAN VARGAS ADRIANO ESPAILLAT
Member of Congress Member of Congress

JOHN K. DELAREY ﬁ@%é;
Member of Congress Member of (ghngress

NIKI TSONGAS DAVID E. PRICE
Member of Congress Member of Congress
ROBERT A. BRADY KATHY CASTOR
Member of Congress Memberpf Congress

ETTE D. CLARKE RICK LARSEN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Cven

DIANA DEGETTE PETER A. DEFAZIO
Member of Congress Member of Congress
BRAD SHERMAN WILLIAM R. KE%
Mgsber of Congress Member of Congress

r /'-ﬂ-—‘\
PRAMILA JAYAPAL TIM RYA!

Member of Congress Member of Congress



Member of Congress

ey

MARCY KAPTUR
Member of Congress

A L] »

VID N. CICILLINE
Member of Congress

o

KEITH ELLISON
Member of Congress

r of Congress

SEAN PATRICK MALONEY
Member of Congress

BNy ltsn
BETTY MCCOLLUM
Member of Congress

M:-—
CHELLIE PINGREE
Member of Congress

GERALDE.
Member of Congress

[Cpran

KAREN BASS
Member of Congress

[ )
JAMES P. MCGOVERN
Mefhber of S
AM SMITH

Member of Congress

SANDER M. LEVIN
Member of Congress

O ey,

PETER WELCH
Member of Congress

A Lenald M5

A. DONALD MCEACHIN
Member of Congress



AL GREEN
Member of Congress

i o Sy

= ALCEE L. HASTINGS
Member of Congress

V

ELEANOéI:OLMES NORTON
Member of Congress

DONALD M. PAYNE

Member of Congress

Y

STEVE COHEN
Member of Congress

et T Jirensy
LINDA T. SANCHEZ

Member of Congress

A P

PETER J. g/ OHN P. SARBANES
Member of

Member of Congress

*
MARCIA L. FUDGE N P
Member of Congress

OBIN L. KELLY
embar of Congress

SIS -

BEN RAY LUJAN
Member of Congress

ey

ADAM B. SCHIFF
Member of Congress

Lt b

BRADLEK SCOTT SCHNEIDER
Member of Congress

Il

LUIS V. GUT Z
Member of Congress

Zfa d.l))‘ﬁuu/

ROSA L. DELAURO
Member of Congress



Member of Congress Member of Congress
2\/11) SCOTT
Member of Congress ember of Congress

SCHA\I%@ g %ﬁ@t&%‘&%lﬁé&ﬂﬂ@”‘

mber of Congress Member of Congress
~
AN S g

THEODORE E. DEUTCH B HIGGINS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
PAUL TONKO DINA TITUS
Member of Congress Member of Congress

CKIE SPEIE HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON JR.

ember of Congress Member of Congress

j;& %u Deboe Dﬂ@@f

GENE GREEN DEBBIE DINGELL

Member of Congress Member of Congress



Vo \elor—_

NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ
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